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0Al | hi aeafresult bfwar g s However an examinatio
servicesao activities from their war diary during those three

The postwar tragic life of months at the front in 1916 offers an insight into

Johnods war service from
t
Pte. John Dunphy, 4 and I* RDF mentalbreakdown might be attributed.

Tom Burke When John arrived in France on 22 March
1916, the 1 RDF were in billets at Domqueur
The Not Forgotten ety file of John which is about eighteen kilometres east of
Dunphy (not his real namBokild qHeibatslionHad fecerdly dhived tino r
report on John dated2 November 1932The France from Gallipoli with the 86Brigade h the

doctor, at Sydney Place in Cork citgiagnosed 29" Division.? The days into Aprilere quiet for
John as suffering fromenur ast heni a OueUbBttalibnOacchhiatising to the western front
war servicé . JohaPrhanhr ytia, De @i Raining being the main activity consisting of
aggraat ed by Wa iThe earasthénia e s yoltebattalionand r i gade mar ch i

n
and primary dementia thpad UdesdthadebebR pBABE
life can be traced back to a decision he made on 31 |ate, the battalion moved on some twefite
March 1915, when, as a young man at the age of kilometres east into billets at BeauvalThe war
nineteen, he enlisted into thé! Royal Dublin diary of the # RDF contains no reference to the
Fusiliers in Cork. battal i @&nforgthe manth iofvApril 1916.

' However, the 88 Brigade diary offered an
Before he enlisted, John was a labourer and gJternative sourcéor such information.

following a period of ten months training with the

3" RDF in Cork, he was posted to th& RDF in On 12 April, the battalion went into the front
France on 22 March 1916. He served a little over |ine for the first time in France. The diary of the
three months in France after which on 28 June gg" Brigade recorded this historic event noting
1916 he was remed from the battalion and that the * RDF was the O6first

eventually discharged from the army on meet brigade (88) to hold trenches irFrance, they
grounds on 1 March 1917. Something terrible marched off at 6:15 p.m., full of good spirits in the

happened to John during those three months that ma i “nHrigade headquarters were set up at
resulted in him being removed from the battalion. Mailly-Maillet and the section of front line

C
S

There are no recorded events that spealify trenches they took over east of Auchonvilliers

relate to the cause of Juwehrneds gnemtaér Preakedown.d
wireb . However, Ot he syste
no well defenced support trenches and few bomb

1 The majority of theNot Forgotten SocietyNFS) files on proof shelters for the |

men and women who served in the British forces in either Wer e 6al |l wel |l pl”aced ar

the First or Second World War were destroyed by the
societyp s o f f i c eprimanly bBcausd thenmen and
women died or were no longer need of assistance from
the ociety. Howevesome files were kept, particulatigose 2CBWylly, Nei | I 6s Bl ul®22 @ B ¢Cork: 19
on ex-Royal Dublin Fusiliers and were given as an archive to ~ Schull Books, 2000p64

the Royal Dublin Fusiliers Association. These files will be 3 "War Diary 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers, March 1916 to
deposited into the RDFA Archive in Dublin City Library and September 1917,W095/2301," (London: Public Records
Archive at Peese Street in Dublin. However, because of the  Office).

sensitive and private nature of the information comgim 4 "War Diary 86th Brigade, March 1916 to December
the files, perusal of thewill be restricted and conditional 1917,W0/95 2298 ", (London: The Public Records Office).
Hence the false name given to Rkehn Dunphy. 5 Ibid.
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It is interesting to note that many of the
trenches in the 86 Bri gade 6 s
Somme front line were named after places in
Ireland. There were communication trenches
named O6CI onmel Street 0,
6Li meri ck?® Thel rGermano trefiches
opposite were reported

lightly held by the 99 Reserve Infantry Regiment

of the 28" Reserve Divisiono,
April oOwere very quiet
that Mailly-Mai | | et was |l eft

guns by a sort of mutual agreement in return for
which our guns dave unAmolested similarly
situated vill ages i’n
Intermittently this liveandlet-live approach to
warfare broke down with occasional bursts of
machine gun fired off by the Germans from their
Hawthorn Ridge redoubt. Overall for the ntl of
April 1916, Johnds intr
was a relatively quiet experience with nothing
reported to have caused him or the battalion too
much mentabr physicalanguish.

Over the weeks of May, the activities of the
15t RDF along with theother battalions of the
brigade were mainly focused on preparations for
the opening of the 1916 Allied Somme offensive
either in training at Louvencourt which is about
ten kilometres west of MaillMaillet, supplying
working parties, which was by far theain
activity, or participating in tours of trench duty on
a rotational basis with other battalions of thd'86
Brigade. Training which was limited,often took
the form of bayonet and bombing classes along
with route marches. There was nothing too
techni@al or tactically innovative reported. Gas
classes were given by®Lieut. Smith of the ¥
South Wales Borderers.

Infrastructural preparations for the Somme
offensive in July created a massive demand for
manpower labour and time Consequently,
battaliors were obliged to supply large working
parties of men often detrimental to thdime
training. For example, on 18 May, following a
period of front line duty, the SLRDF went into
Divisional Reserve at MailWMaillet. Over the
next nine days, instead dfaining, the entire

6"War Diary 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers, March 1916 to
September 1917,W095/230Tfench Map in Diary
""War Diary 86th Brigade, March 1916 to Duber
1917,W0/95 2298 ".

t o

.RDF diafyhnetedb n i dla0d €l 1d i Mar vy,
0q uaileotn.e
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battalion of thirtyfour officers and 993 other ranks

s e c t oworkea dn thé ¢tomestruction and improvement of

communication trenches and dugouts in their
sector. Some men were assigned to work in the
mideE dug pneer the Germanvifkessue 6 and

Despjte thie vdenrayd fer twork argl trencht
duty, the battalion suffered no battle casualties for
thevrhoath of M3y 19160 Whenmi irdthe line, thé 1

n @
6§ s uGeelrtmaens , Ni |
s hel Tharg évere no reportof German
shelling of the 1 RDF either in the line at
Awleomnvillier® ér in résanesiar Mailpaillet ®ors . 6
Louvencourt. The only disturbing event during
that period was on the night of 18 May when a
patrol of the ¥ Lancashire Fusiliers brought in the
deadbody of a German sol
hathdi avhoseo papetrso identifieel nhinmh asw Karl f
Lehmann of the 119" Reserve Infantry
Regimentt©

A similar schedule of battle preparation
activities for the ¥ RDF and 88 Brigade carried
on from the end of May on intearly June. Work
parties worked at Oputt
floor boards in Broadwaytrench) deep dugouts,
cleaning and deepening. Supplying large carrying
parties to fill the forward dumps with water,
rations, ammunition, T.M., Stokes Guns and
grenades. 6 Some 1, 300 men
work by two battalions of the brigadé.

Tactical preparations intensified during this
period and night raids were carried out to inspect
the German wire following its bombardment. On
19 June, theIRDF went back into the front line
where they retived the 2" Royal Fusiliers. The
preliminary barrage of the German lines for the
coming offensive was due to start on the next day
but was postponed for a few day$he 86"
Brigade diary optimistically noted iFst day of
annihilation bombardment postponed froni"26
241612 On this particular duty in the front line,
the buildup and intensity of the artillery

8 "War Diary 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers, March 1916 to
September 1917,W095/2301.9-28 May 1916.

91bid. 10 May 1916.

10 "Wwar Diary 86th Brigade,
1917,W0/95 2298 18 May 1916
11bid. 16 June 1916

121bid. 19 June 1916

March 1916 to December
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encounters had increased and was reflected in the
15t RDF casualties when they lost seven men due
to German artillery counter barrage, five of whom
died?® While back in reserve at Acheux, John
witnessed the greatest artillery barrage in his
lifetime with the commencement of the
6anni hil ation
which began on 24 June anohtinued for the next
six days or so with millions of shells being fired
into the German lines. British gas was also
released over Beaumont Hamel on 26 June that

6fl oated wel | over t he
Hamel in which there was not a house left
stan d i ¥ Expediencing such abarrageéi d me n

nerves no good at all.

On the day John was struck off the battalion,
i.e. 28 June 1916, a party of two officers and
eighty other ranks were due to carry out a night /
early morning raid on the German fronndi but
the raid was called off. However it went ahead on
the following night (00:30 a.m. 29 June) after a
preliminary barrageThe raiders failed to gain
access into the German lines and were driven back
by German machinguns and trench mortars,
which bythen should have been obliterated by the
British bombardment, bubminously, were not.
Eight men from the battalion were killed as a
result of this raid. There is no evidence to confirm
thatJohn was a member ofistraiding party.

It would be reasonablto conclude that the
only events in the
March and 28 June 1916 that may have triggered
Johnds ment al breakdown
his brief tours of the front line, which, by in large
were not too troublesome up toid-June, or, his
witnessing of the British barrage and being at the
end of German counter barrage, or, possibly being
a member of the raiding party. It could equally
have been none of the above. Thousands of men
survived similar traumatic events but @esns that

John Dunphy did not. Be

13 "War Diary 1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers, March 1916 to
September 1917,W095/230120 / 21 June 1916. See also
"Soldiers Died in the Great War 191219 ", inPart 73
RDF (London: Naval ad Military Press Ltd. UK, 1998and
"The Commonwealth War Graves Commission".
WWW.CWGC.org

14 "War Diary 86th Brigde, March 1916 to December
1917,W0/95 2298 29 June 1916
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service, he was discharged from the army on 1
March 19174

There isnothingi n  Johnoés f il
activities after the war. He first came to the
attention of the BESer vi cemenos we

bombar dme nntMay 1926 whénre wassgavenm aonatidn iofroree s

pound and 6gar niemwhassalso o f
given money from The South Irish Horse Fund.
These donatiors continued on intoNovember
1932 wh e n J Moh frargotten file began
erapernspmetime rdering trenpsbd, Beehaps mo n
the wearly 1920 6 His méntalh n
6omdition had notimproved. A medical note
written about Johnn January 193%ertified him
asbeingg unf i t owirgto rewrasthé&niaue

to his w&®iSoms @nevbefare March
1938,J o h wife glied andhe was left with six
children to look afterone of whom was a baby.
The children were, Mary aged fourteen; Robert
aged seven, John aged five, Elizabeth aged three
and baby Kathleen aged oHeThere was no way

in the world that Johnding unemployed, mentally

ill and living in a tweroomed tenement flatt Old
Market Place, off Blarney Street i@ork could

look after his children and give them a proper
upbringing. He had to borrow money to clothe
them. His case was reported to the R.6.C
owith a view of gettiing
man not fit t & BdthoEbzkbeta f t
and baby Kathleen were placed in the Good
Sheppard Convent, afduhe da

bat t abys wenedpst intb cGteénmount iindustriabSchool e

also in Caok.
wa s attributed to eith
With his children taken into care, like

thousands of Irishmen and women, John left Cork
to seek work in England during the war years of
1941 and 1944 after which, due to bad health, he
returned to Ireland falling back into the same
poverty trap he hal left, living alone and still
suffering from 6né&urast!t
ing 6medically unfité f
It was around 1946 that John came under the
care of the Joint Committee of ti@ouncil of the
Order of St. John and the British Red Cross
Society(B.R.C.S).He may wdl have comaunder

15 RDFA Archive, NFS File on John Dunphy.
16 |bid
7 |bid
8 |bid
19 |bid
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their specific radar as early asMay 1926This
institution was a voluntary society set up to look
after the welfare and health of British Ex
Servicemen who served in the First World War.

Not long after the outbreak of the war, in an
effort to coordinate voluntary work in the
provinces of Leinster, Munster and Connaught,
Ulster elected to act independentlthe County
Dublin Branch of the B.R.C. Society and the Irish
District of the St.
agreed to form a Joint Committeework together
for thebenefit of service personnel for tHaration
of the war.The new Joint Committee was formed
in October 1914 under the Presidency of Lady
Talbot de Malahid who lived in Malahide Castle
in north County Dublin 2° The Joint Committee
lasted throughout the First World Warand
continued on into the Second World WaRrom a
lack of funding by the British Government, the
Joint Committee was disbanded ireland in
March 2002. However, some dedicated volunteers
carried on its work througfThe Not Forgotten
Society

There were several reports written about
John by volunteer welfare officers from the Joint
Committee whos€ork office was inSouth Mall.
One such caseelfareofficer was a MD Maguire
who wrote a report on Johtated 26 Septnber
1946. By that time, John wasill living in thetwo
room tenementiat and he had applied to tdeint
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years, and he is in Greenmount Industrial
School since 1938,
died. Dunphyis a decent type of man and is,
in my opinion, in needy circumstances.

wh ¢

Following Mr Magui r eldhs was e p
givend6cl ot hing, boots Hisnd
medical reportnoted thathe was still sdifering
from éneur ast hdo add todis d
woes, John was also suffering from kidney

J o h prablem was n inéed af clething andlb e d d i n

Howeverthe report optimistically noted that John

wasé |l i kely to be f iwe efkosrd
22 A furtherreportdated 10 November 1948pted
thatJ ohn was still I i vi
two room tenement at Old Market Plaaed that

ng

he had obt ained temporar
tri mmero in the Cork do
per day®é6. Hobweotegs ,arodi sn

werestil i n a &t or?h Hixneenta statei o |
had not improved and in January 1949, John was
againdiagnosed with neurastheniehe temporary
work in the doclKosbeingiad n 6
memberof a trade uniormade 1t difficult for him

to get permand work.

Johnds 1951 report by
better than the previous years and in fact was
worse. His son Robert now aged twentywas
unemployed since December 1950 and lived with
John. Moreover Johdid not know where his other
sonJohn Jamesvas lving. Thisyoung man hd

Committee in Corkfor assistance.Ma g ui r e ®een before the courtluring that yeaon a charge

report revealed a tragic picture of John and his
family: 2

| investigated this case on above date.
Applicant resides in a two apartment home
which is poorly furnished. His suit, boots
and underwear are in a miserably worn
condition; there was no fuel available and
apparently very little food in the home. This
man worked in England from March 1941
until Juy 1944 and had to cease owing to ill
health and is idle since, apparently he is not
robust. The boy of 16 years has not yet been
employed, there is another boy, aged 14

of robbery. Hizleth dsv aged u g
sixteen was kepin the orphanage as there suao
place for her at home. MWaguire doubted if John
was Oexer ci s isiormgovephisdgmiyr ¢
or in fact shows good example to th@rVhen
Maguire interviewed John on 14 Februd§51,

John ¢ wlg sndea the ioflaeince of drirgk
and his clothesvere yetagi n i n a OV
condi*ion. 6

A year later, areport dated 20 Mg 1952
issued byth&War Pensi ons6 Wel f

Merrion Square, Dublimotedthat John wasow,
6l iving under &¥Dpspitelthisn g
disturbing report,lie ExServices Welfare Society

®War Record of the British Red—Cross and the St. Johnods
Ambulance Brigad in Leinster, Munster and Connaught. 22 |bid

19141918 (11 /12 Findlater Place, Dublin . Sackville 23 |bid

Press, 19200292 24 RDFA Archive, NFS File on John Dunphy.

21 RDFA Archive, NFS File on John Dunphy. 25 |bid
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at Temple Chambers in London wrote to their
brarch in Dublin informingthemthat they refused
to give John any financial help towards his rent
arrears on the grounds that he had two sonsdjoth
whomwerecapable of helping out their father but
did not do so The Mmmittee felt that any

VOL.18.DECEMBER 20.3.

the Cork office noted, Johnavs &6 al ways ¢
neat a i dMordoverd he dwas a man who
could read and present his arguments clearly in a
written letter. His file contains several hand
written letters many of which he concluded by
qguoting his name, regimental number aRDF

Ot empor awow | We lbped 6 unl i k ebatydiont Howeper, ib was his dwdd social behaviour
any permanent benef it 6 duetolionmental iknessoupladewyth his abuse df h
wa s 0 pretrimya n e n arrea®s wlcohohthat lcharacterised Jdahn. Based otaal
Johnos i mawvoomgeighesrs shillinga report written by the Cork office on John sent to

week disability pension which was increased to
twentytwo shillings a week with effg from 7
May 1952. He gofifteen shillingsin groceries
from the British Legion every three months. His
6out goi nsisshillings and eix pencper
week in rentwhich he regularly failed to meet.
This was roughly one third of his weekly income.

Because he failed to pay his redbhn was
evicted. He got temporary dwellings 8hanakiel
Hospital in Cork undera Care and Maintenance
schemeearly in 1953uton 7 March 195hewas
61 iterall ¥ Thelonlyoplace he aeotld .
turn to wasthe Saim Vi ncent dat
Mer c hant 6CGork.Qe r@led on his sister
to give him food. He often spent hours during the
day in his sisteros
damp boots and coat from his street wanderings in
the rain. He applied tthe Joint Committee for a
coal allowance claiming his sister was now a
widow. He pleaded that he had no way of drying
his wet clothes from the wet weather and he
coul dnét expect hi s
request for fuel was turned down on thewgrds
that fuel was not given to men who lived in
hostels. In reply, and to no avail, John told Exe
Services Welfare Society that he did not live in the
Hostel butthat hesimply slept there.

In an effort to get out of his poverty in Cork,
John wroteto the Ex-Services Welfare Society
head officein Londonin June 1954asking them
for the price of a boat and rail ticket to Paddington
in England.He believed he had a better chance of
getting a job in England than he had in Cork.
Despite all his troubleand wretched appearance,
he still retained a sense of personal pride and by

London, he was refused his application toe
price of a lmat and rail ticket to Paddington

In January 1956, John applied for an ex
servicemanos house wunde
Soldiers Trustwhose offices were ab1 Upper
Mount Street, DublinHe was successful in his
application and receivednotification from the
Land Trust t hat h e had
tenancyofanes er vi ce mands ho
Place, Number 23Charlevilled?® He applied to
the Services Welfare Society for furniture. He
asked for a bed for himself andne for his

P adalgbtey whdm shelanhed was coming to live

with him. John informed the welfare officer from
the Society that his daughter was going to look

h o u after himyHowekee, thé dfficee discoveydththig o0

daughter was now a patient e Cork Mental
Hospital who was verifieda s b emfinfgr 6
di s c h®hergisi@.record n J o hasdos f
what this unfortunate young womaafferedfrom.
The wel fare officer <con

s i s thig house @nythiry ylike fhe keptt tWioeroom® i |

which he used to live in Cattle Market Street,
Cork, Number 23 Harrison Place Charleville will

have to be demol i slkgd. 6
noted. 6Not *fThe Savietyrbelievid d
that John was, 6not con:
|l ook after a house on hi

his mentdly ill daughter coming out of hospital
and capable of looking after herself, let alone her
father, Johndos offer of

John appealed the decision asking was he
and his family, (all of which apart from his
mentally ill daughter, wereaw in England) to
remain homeless for the

earning a wage, would remove him from thegic of their sister 3bleewas a
statehe had fallen into6 What ever faults this man
may have, regarding his appearanbéiss Lucy in 22 RDFA Archive, NFS Fileon John Dunphy.
29 |bid
2 |bid 30 |bid
27 bid 31 |bid
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not telling the truth and possibly being a bit noted in her letterot Dublin that John was unwell;
delusional. He informed the Society that he was he had been suffering from a bad flu of late.

bringing his ill daughter home and prosad to do Al t hough there is no r
hi s, Oupmost t o |l ook a tharees areithatrhe died som afterahid visibtd Miss
|l ooking after me. 6 He cBaam&eénbe whéi wajt hdmct
anexservice mands house, wak aixtynihehyearspoh agavhed Hhe diesl aands 6
32He also claimed he knew other-s&rvice merfin sadly there is no record of where he was buried.
Cork, some of whom were single who were
diagnosedwith conditions less than his and who Bet ween 1946 and 196 /4
were awarded a house, s evealed w hisdot Fbngditen Sdcietffle gsa storyo n e
being a married man with a family. of a journey downwards due to mental illness and
depression leading talcohol abuse, povert

His appeal failedand by late April1956 family breakup and loneliness. He received no
John was back askinthe Joint Committegor treatment for his mental illness which got worse
clothes and a pair of bootSadlyin his leter dated with time. His retreat into alcohol abuse to hide his

24 April 1956he wrote |  am al nfoHet namduishdquidkened his journey to the bottom. Had
applied for re-admission into Shanakiel Hospital it not been forthees er vi cemenods h
under the Residential Care Scheme, but was the British Legion, the St. Vincent de Paul and
rejectedby the senior medicalfficer. A report other charity organisations in Cork during those
written on John in February 1960 notdtht he years, John would have probably died a lot sooner
was,adaneuroticdéd and wast Waammt 19éB8y pAPuUltadr wioat
t he charitabl e or gani z adhildrem Igtlé is knawn. Hiscelddést daugtiter Mamya s
Obl acklisted by t hehis Sh agatanéariied and hkifioeschildrénaRoléed, llide his
failings are a r Ansluwsétt ddther,yomed thesBeitislv Arncyersd &erved with the
every time he applied to thesxe r vi c e me nRbyal Eagineers in Algiers. John James went to
other charity organisains in Cork, despite his bad England and got a job in a hospital in
record with them, they always helped him with a Warwickshire. Elizabeth too went to England.
pair of boots, clothesfood and a bedfor the Sadly there is no record of what happénto
night. Kathleen if she ever got out of the mental hospital.
She would have been a young woman of twenty
Over the next few ye asewnwhenbdrfatbesdiechent al and
physical condition got worse. He spent time in St.
Finbar s Ho sfrom pnedmong waridf er i nfgher e were thousands
bronchitis. He wandered the streets of Cork by day whose tragic story was never toldhere are no
and slept in the St. Vincent de Paul Hostel at night reliable statisticsas tothe exact omber of Irish
wher e & deangbedpluga cup of tea in the soldiers who suffered mental breakdown as a
morning and a cup of tea in the everding f o result of the war. One can only make an estichate
which he paid eleven shillings andne pence a guess If one assumes that the risk of breakdown
week out of his war disability pension. amongst Irish soldiergluring the war was no
different from that of other soldiers in the British
The | ast | NotRorgatterfileis J o Armyd sthen around ornguarter of all Irish
from Miss Catherine Bracken of the Forces Help discharges from the army was the result of
Society (Southern Ireland, Cork Branch) at 115 psychiatric illness? In November 1928, the Irish
Oliver Plunket Street, Cork dated 22 Af@B64 to Government issued a report the challenges Irish
the JointCommittee in Merrion Square, Dublin. ex-Servicemen faced in terms of plandpension
Written on Johnos b e h a | entitlements droml| ti& British rgovdrmmentn Thdi s
Bracken, requested a set of underwear clothing for report notedhat numbepof British exService men
Johnfrom the Joint Committee in Dublin. He had  ordinarily resident in the Irish Free State in
called in to Miss Bracken the previous day and she

. 34 J Bourke, "ShelShock, Psychiatry and the Irish Soldier

Ibid During the First World War," inreland and the Great War
33RDFA Archive, NFS File on John Dunphy. ed. A Gregoey and S Paseta(Manchester: Manchester
Univesity Press2002).Pp156157
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November 1928, was 150,080If that was the Can our remembrance be inclusigaough

case, thensome 37,500Irish exServicemen even to offer a thought and prayer for Karl
suffered from psychiatric illness originagirfrom Lehmann ofthe GermanA r my 918" Reserve

the First World War.Compounding their misery Infantry Regimentl would like to think so.

from mental illness,these menoften suffered
rejection on their return to Ireland. According to
Joanna Bourke®

I n Il rel and, mends sacrifices were not

simply denied, they were positively derided.

As the person in cirge of pensions in

Ireland, Dr P.L. Forward, noted in March

1921, exservicemen who had broken down

in war were faced with a O6hostile attitudebd
directed against them, both individually and

collectively. Even sympathetic employers

bowed to itimidation and threats. In

Forwardodés words:

These patients, in addition to their
nervous disabilities resulting from the stress
of War, all have the superdded anxiety
states occasioned by the hopeless outlook for
the future in respect to their obtaining
employment, and in earning the means
wherewith to maintain themselves and their
dependents.

In the coming centenary years of the First
World War, we will hear the wordsittered at

remembrance commemorations;6 We Wi | |

Remember Themo. B umberavh o wi | | we r eme
Will our memory be selective and confined to the

paradigm ofour 6 gl ori ous deadd as engraved into

many war memorials? Or will we extend our
memory to remember our inglorious walking dead
men likeJohn Dunphy whose lives and the lives of
their innocat children were destroyed as a
consequence of that terrible war?

35 "Report Issued by the Committee on British-&arvice
Men 19271928 ", (Dublin.: The National ArchiveSection

6.

36 Bourke.p163 There is no evidence of rejection based on

his service with the British army in Johndés file. Howevel

is not to say he did not experience any. He did obtain work
albeit temporary and menial. His failure to hold on torkv
was a result of his mental illness and not on the fact that he
was a British army egerviceman.
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2"d |jeut. Jasper Brett

Capt.(retd) Séamus Greene

Second LieutJasper Brett was an officer in
the 7" Royal Dublin Fusiliers. He was born in
Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire), Co. Dublin and
educated at Monkstown Park School and the Royal
School Armagh. As a young man heas
apprenticed to his father, W.J. Brett, Solicitors.
Jasper was a keen sportsman and played for
Monkstown Rugby Club and obtained an
international cap, playing on the wing for Ireland
in their match with Wales in March 1914. He was
also a keen cricketeand played for Sir Stanley
Cochranet6s XI

2¥ljeutJ asper Thomas
7" Royal Dublin Fusiliers

Brett,

Jasper enlisted in the RDF oA $epember
1914 and was given the No. 14160. He was
transferred to the
in December 1914. He trained at the Curragh
Camp and subsequently in Dublin, at the Royal
Barracksand in Basingstoke, England. O July
1915, onboard theSSAlaunia, the 7" RDF sailed
from Devonport bound for Lemnos, via Gibraltar,
Malta and Alexadria. They arrived at Mudros
Bay two weeks later After preparing for the
battle, they sailed for Gallipoli on the6 August
and | anded
following day.

At Suvla, Jasper was involved in the attacks
on Chocolate Hill and Kiar Dahg. He was
hospitalised on two occasignsfirstly with

VOL.18.DECEMBER 20.3.

Enteritis and then Colitis. On the recommendation
of Capt C.B. Hoey, he applied for a temporary
commission. His application for Field
Commission due to services rendered was duly
approved, andie was Gazetted as28 Lieut. in

the 7" RDF on5 September 1915.

Following service in Gallipoli, he served on
the Salonica Front with thé"RDF, from October
1915 to August 1916. It was while in the Balkans
that he was hospitalised for mentastdess. He
was sent back to England for treatment and was
admitted to Latchmere House, a hospital in
Richmond Surrey? After spending five months
there, Jasper was discharged from the hospital as
ounfitd and having rel.i
was no loger eligible to be treated there. His
father was told that he was cured and was
persuaded to take him homé&Vithin a month of
him relinquishing his commission, Jasper returned
to Dublin. He was so deeply affected by his war
experience that sadly he tobks own lifeon the
local railway line near Dun Laoghaire. His
discharge from Latchmere was obviously
prematurelt was thought that he was recovering
and that being back home he might eventually be
restored to good health, sadly that was not t& be.
His medal roll citation noted that he died d@n

February 1917, with the
under hisnaméHi s f at her | ater
three medals.

5B6 C , .

°E° In grpe%tgrntg the War Office datedl?
February 1917, speaking of h

J as per dvote flt &mplyebroke his heart to
be turned out in mufti, without any medal to show
he had served. He went through great danger and

Mg c h i hardshigzalse, ang Ehave ihig lgtters tp shevgtigat C

On 20 January, Jasper eventually received his

1 H Hanna,The Pals at SuvlgDublin: E. Ponsonby Ltd, 1916).
P164. Note. As partner in the mineral water company, Cantrell and
Cochrane, Sir Stanley Cochrane (18P49) became a very
wealthy man who sponsored his own cricket team that played out of
his Woodbrook Estate, Bray, Co. ®klow. Seelrish Golf Archive
http://www.irishgolfarchive.com/Bio/SCochrane.htm

2 Latchmere House was used by the Ministry of Defence as a

,aSuvla ('BQIG ontliee a c Hospital for treating officers suffering from sheshock. See

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latchmere_House.

3 Editor, The Irish Times6 February 1917. See al3te London
Gazette24 November 1915 for promotion details.

4'Medal Rolls British War and Victory Medal of Royal Dublin
Fusiliers Officers WO095 329/ 2259," (London: Public Records
Office). Page 122. Slide119
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Silver War Badge. B wore it on that fateful day Dublin. He was the husband of Margaret Naylor
on the track in Dal keyo0swhod Kadyd &lo. 100 Greas Brunswick Stredt .
(Pearse Street)Dublin. He hasno known grave
At the inquest, his father told the court that and is commemorated on the Loos Memdtial.
he found a note in his sonds bedr oom, with th
me s s a thiek of me as | 6nce wa the water On the day John was killed, his wife
was ever myHelsigpé¢det). Tnidiglast 6 Margaret was hit by a stray bullet while crossing
words beingd Thy wi | Wwordb whicldveeree , d&he drawbridge at Ringsend with her three
later inscribed on the family gravestone beneath children. She died from her injuries on 1 May
his name. Jasper is buried in the family plot in 1916. She was buriemh Grangegorman Military
Deans Grange cemetery, and as his name was Cemeterywith other casualties of the Rising. Her
added to the CWGC Roll of Honour on 24 June grave was rediscovered last year by her
2011, a fitting memorial stone will soon be pldce  descendants who have erected a headstone which

on the grave of this brave and gallant tweoie commemor ates both Marga
year old Irish soldier of the Great War. younger brother, James, served wittRbyal Irish
Rifles. He lived at No. 7 East James Place, Baggot
Go ndhéana Dia trochaire ar a anam dilis Street Dublin. He died of wounds on 12 March

1915 and is buried in Boulogrie.
Centenary Anniversaries

Sean Conndy

While Dublin aty was being shied during
the 1916 rising, the '8 Battalion of the Royal
Dublin Fusiliersalong with other Irish battalions
suffered very heavy losses when the Germans
launched a gas attacks at Hulluch or287April.
The 8" RDF War Diary for 29 April noted

3.30 am. Gas attack signal and the gas
issuing from saps. One cloud about Puits 14
BIS and one from Hulluch Front met over
our front and settled down on our trench
without wind to move it. The Bn moved out
tonight relieved by 47 Brigade. The
casualties fromgas poisoning were more
severe than on the 27wing presumably to
the gas clouds meeting and remaining
stationary over the trenches.

Lt Valentine, Davies killed.

ORs 81 killed, 53 wounded, 122 gassed, 102
missing.

Total casualties 368

Strength 578

Mrs Margaret Naylor with her children and
Pte. John Naylor,'8Royal Dublin Fusiliers

Among those killed wadPte. John Naylor,
8" RDF, aged thirtysix. He was the son of James 8"The CommonwealthVar Graves CommissionSee also

and Kathleen Naylor of No. 6, James Place East, "Soldiers Died inthe Great War 191919 ".
" Paper clipping supplied by lative of Pte. John Naylor,

Mr Darren McNamee, RDFA.

5"War Diary 8th Royal Dublin Fusiliers W095/1974,"
(London: The Public Records Officed9 April 1916
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A Dublin Fusilier in Crete

Sean Connolly

The sland of Crete is a popular summer
destination for Irish tourists. Few of them realise
that over 100 years ago some of their fellow
countrymen were able to enjoy the warm climate

while performing peac&eeping duties similato e S S

those undertaken by the modern Irish army. i s e Aabre s

Sergeant Dani el Ambr ose

such Irish manBorn in 1879, he had enlisted in

the P! Battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers in A postcard shwing officers and soldiers of the foreign
March 1897, regimental number 6048. Before powers awaiting the arrival of Prince  George

long, he was in actionni South Africa during the at the Fortress in Iraklion.

Boer War. He was awarded Jhe QuegenQsiamilidvdnber

1905 and then spent a further three years in Egypt.
While there he sent home some Christmasisar

African medal with clasps for South Africa 1901,
Transvaal, Relief of Ladysmith, Orange Free State,

Tugela Heights, and Cape Colony. The card belovshows the Citadel in Cairo

Queenbs Sout h Alagsbergimgtone d al oo 4
Segeant Daniel AnNBRDES e OoLoughI|n,

After leaving South Africa, he spent a year
in Cretebeginning inFebruary 1903. The island ey TR by
had been divided intdour regionsof British,
French, Russian and Italian control after the Great
Powers had intervened in 1897 to restore order i win
following the GreceTlurkish War. The Ottoman R A
Empire had lost control and its troops were 1IN oSN
expelled in 1898. Four Companie$ the Royal @ e
Dublin Fusilierswere based at Iraklion. They had SERGEANT D. OLOUGHLIN
relieved the 2 Battalion Cameron Highlanders.
The High Commissioner of Crete, Prince George
of Greece, presented South African medals to

some 200 soldiers in a ceremony. He also gave a 1908 Christmas card from

C

~

silver cup to the Offi éh?%‘age"”%Oﬁoithe{e%me”t%%?“fﬁomﬁeheu

period of duty ortheisland. bons

1C
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Daniel returned to England and was Daniel married Mary K Ennis in 1912 and
discharged as medically unfit in Februai§09 at they livedat No. 5 Foyle Road, Fairview, Dublin.
the Rqal Victoria Hospital at Netley near They had six children. Daniel died in November
Southampton.He had completedwelve y e a r s 61941. Special thanks to hgrandlaughterEilish
service. His charaate wa s 0 ex egmp | aBehadRDFA who provided the information and
members of t hess pr8senteg éim n t ghé@tographdor this article
with a clock. He was later employed in the
Department of Post and Telaghsand lived at Temperance in
Glenarm Avenue, Drumcondra aralsoat No. 9 The Royal Dublin Fusiliers
lona Roag Glasnevin, Dublin.

Tom Burkeand Timo Tamme

In her booktitled Crusade against Drink in
Victorian England Lillian Lewis Shimannoted
that it was 6 no hi storical a
temperance movement acge in the nineteenth
¢ e n t.XTheyhidtorical setting of the temperance
movement can be seen as one of the many
reforming causes that emerged during that period
such as antslavery, evangelical religion, factory
reform and public educatioh. Prior to the
nineteenth century, all social classes drank and
drunkennessarried nos oc i al sti gma
dr unk as as al aomrdod , English
expressiort. However,during the industrialisation
period of the nineteenth century, a change
occurred and intemperance began to be perceived
as a problemTh e 6wor k cohde c i
broughtinto being by industrialisation transformed
drunkenness from a personal state of excess
sociability intoan antis o ¢ i a P In gont@st, 6 .
Bri an Harri son suggest
industrialisation on drinking habits are so complex
that it is impossibléo say whether it worsened the
dr i nk g mRegartilessnofihether or not
Clock presented by members of the Sergeants MERDE industrialisationcontributed to the worsening of

to Sergeant Daniel Ambr oskoh@lodbagethe Iréality was that éemperance

movementemerged asa moral responseto the
social problems drinkcreated According to
Shiman,he movement was O0co
welfare of the emerging working classes,

1L L Shiman,Crusade against Drink in Victorian England
(New York: St. Martin's Press, 198®)

2 |bid. p1

3 1bid. p2

41bid. p2

5> Brian HarrisonDrink and the Victorians the Temperance
Question in England 181%5872(London:Faber and Faber,
1971).p40

11
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attempting to mitigate the social dislocation

caused by the

The Victorian British Army was a reflection
of Victorian societyand the temperance concept
emergedn the armyas a means of addressing the
problem of drunkennesswithin the ranks
According to Harrison,
temperance influences helped to initiate change.
Like the governing classes as a wholemya
officers were beginning to see that discipline was
better promoted through sobriety than through
dr un k e’nArmeys Bempierance Associations
were set up in IndiaTo add to encouragement of
abstention of drink in the armymedals were
struck and awardk to men who abstained.
Furthermore, being a member of the Army
Temperance Association had itewards. For
example, upon discharge from the army, a member
of the association received a reference certificate
that was used when seeking employment. The
wording on Pte.Michael O6 Mar a6 s
noted:

The Army Temperance Association (India).
Certificate of membership.

This is to certify
Dublin Fusiliers, Nunerabad Station, is a Member
of this Association; joining it in Augud887 he is
now returning to England. We hope that
Temperance friends in England will recommend
him for a situation suitable to his position.

The certificate was signed by

Brigadier-General H. Collett, C.B. President.
Reverend E.TBeatty, Chaplain, Seetary. Issued

by The National Temperance League, 337, Strand,
London

6 Shimanpl
"Harrison.p323

12
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Yo. %,

Army Temperance Association certificate belonging to
Pte, Michael Mara, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 18B%esented
grandson,

by hisgreagr e a't Sean 06

Roy

A RDF card datd 1889. Note the numb&62which
identifies the RDF as being the T®2nfantry Regiment of
the line.

During the % World War, the practicef
alcoholabstention was somewhat igadwith the
regulardistribution of rumin the trenches



JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS ASSOCIATION.

VOL.18.DECEMBER 20.3.

A Royal Dublin Fusilier
from Carlow, Hugh Bergin

Gerry Watchorn

e

Pte. Hugh Bergin RD®iith his nice and nephew

The above photo is a reminder that a
sol dierds absence on
people. Hugh Bergin, a Royal Dublin Fusilier, is
shown with hisniece and nephew, Kathleen and
Paddy Bergin.Hugh wasgranduncleof RDFA
member Gerry WatchorrPaddy grew up to be a
Trade Union official, a Labour Party Senator and a
founder of the Labour Partiistory museum in
Beggars Bush Barracks, Dublide is thefather of
actors Patrick Bergin and Emmet Bergin. Kathleen
(Mulvey) lived in New York and was founder of
the New York/ Carlow Association. She was
made Honorary Life President of that association
and also of the County Carlow Heritage Society.
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The RDFA Archive

The RDFA Ardive is now an established
and valued addition to the archival collections at
the Dublin City Library and Archive. Donations to
the archive continued throughout tipast year.

The archive contains books, personal
memorabilia,objects and correspondence donated
by members and friendsf the Association It has
become an important resource for those interested
in exploring the Irish involvement in the First
World War. The archive has been significantly
enhanced by the donatiaf a valuable collection
of uniforms, letters, books and regimental silver
which belonged to the late Andrew Condron who
had served as a Lieutenant in the Royal Dublin
Fusiliers. The items were presented by Mrs Helen
Turner and her mother, Peggy, a stepttder of
Andrew. The donation will be known aBhe
Condron CollectionSee images of the collection
on pages 16 and 17.

On 15 May 2012, the Deputy Lord Mayor of
Dublin, Councillor Maria Parodiaccepted on
behalf of Dublin City Library and Archive and
RDFA Archive the familypapersof 2" Lieut.
Herbert Justin Lemass and Liedwin Stephen
Lemass who were second cousins of the former
Fianna Fail Taoiseach, Mr Sean Lemass TD. The
Deputy Lord Mayorof Dublin commentedat a
donati on |ram veeyppbased to.accept
this important collection on behalf of the people of
Dublin. It is a timely reminder that in many Irish

a ¢ faimile€ thefr foling méfRigh@nithk Birstwerl  m.

War and in the 1916 Rising, with patriotic
intentions on both sides. We are gratetinlthe
Lemass family for this gift to the Roly®ublin
Fusiliers Association Achive which is held in the
Dublin City Library and
day, donations to the archive were given by Mrs
Philomena Plunket (Pte. Christopher Roget$ 2
RDF) ; DrPaul Gueret (Lieut. Paul Gueret RDF);
Mr Gerard Spain (Pte. James AsRIDF); Robert
Feehan(Lieut. Michael, 8" Black Watch and %
RDF). This later donationconsiss of approx. 100
letters and postards written by LieutMichael
Feehan betwee@ctober1914 and January 1916.
The topics covered in the letters are, training in
Scotland with the % Black Watchin which there
were many Irishmen; his lifat the front line; time

in hospital in England recovering from his
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wounds; time after the war as a basfkicial with
the Royal Bank.

Another recentaddition to the archive is a
wonderful typed diary of Captain Geoffrey Fowler
Hall, Royal Engineers. The diary covers his
departure from India in August 1914, his service in
France before being sent to Saltka about which
much of the diary is writtenThe diary contains
maps and photographs of the Salonicka frétd.
returned to France to see out the war in 1918, after
which he returned to India to work on the Indian
railways.

For informaton on the contest of the
RDFA Archive in Dublin City Library and
Archive, contact Ms Ellen Murphy,Senior
Archivist, Email address is

ellen.murphy@dublincity.ie
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The career
of Lieut. Michael Andrew Condron

Sean Conndy

Michael Condron who was born in Dublin
about 1890, came fromfamily with strong links
to the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. His father, Andrew
Arthur Condron, had married Jane Molloy in St
Cat h e €Chunchead Iseland, ThomaStreet, on
7 Decemberl888. At the time, Andrew was a
Drummer with the5" RDF and was based in
Marshalsea Barracks, Thomas Street, Dublin.
Janebs father, Mi chael ,
the battalion and lived in the same barracks. The
brideand gr oom wéaneewasiminn o r
India around 1872 In 1901, Michael was living
in houseNo. 5 in the married quarters attached to
Wellington Barracks, South Ciutar Road,
Dublin. 2 The Shakespeare family lived next door
in No 6. Their son, Edward, was agedht and
Michael Codron was ten in 1901. Edward
Shakespeardater joined the ? Royal Dublin
Fusiliers and was a Sergeant when killed on 27
August 1914at Haucourtnear Le Cateau. He was
the only son and had three sisters, Esther, Violet
and Mabel.

Wellington Barracks

Michaelb brief biographicalnotes cover his
service in the First World War which included
landing from theSSRiver Clydeat Gallipoli and

1 The 1901 Census of Ireland

2 Wellington BarracksbecamegGriffith Barracks after Irish
independence and was in use by the Irish Army until 1991. It
is now the location of Griffith College. Some of the old
buildings remain. The married quarters were ®l#it of the
barracks on the same side.
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later at Ypres After the war ended, Micha&ent After his discharge, Michaghanaged the
to Istanbul/ Constantinople in December 19 as Shirley Wine Store, an off licence premises in Red
part of the occupying force of 13,000 British and  Hill, Hastings. He later served as a volunteer in the
14,000 Indian troops. The"®RDF was based in Second World War after which he managed a
the Turkish Medical School and the Cavalry sweet shop also in Red Hill. He never returned to
Barracks at Haidar Pasha. Turkish Nationalists Ireland. He died in 1975, agetghty-five.

attacked the soldiers in June 1920d aPrivate

Brennan was iked in action. There were further A Connolly family link

incidents before the battalion left on Movember

1920 on the hired transpofjeld Marshal which While assemblingi chael 6s stor
sailed via Port Said and the Suez Canal, reaching that an uncle of my father had been in India with
Karachi on 7December 1920. The troops went by  the 2¢ RDF. Larry Connollyhad served in the
train to Multan, arriviin g at Edwar d 6 s Hbgal Irish cFksdierst duong the war and was
days later. captured in the German Offensive bfarch 1918.

He was transferred to the "? Royal Dublin
Fusiliers after the war. When the regiment was
disbanded, heeturned to Dublin and resided with
his stepbrother, John Connollyvho had served in
the RDF in the Ber War. Though Larry had died
in 1938, some of his souvenirs from India were
still around the house which | grew up Many
years ago, | foundhis photograph among some
old document s. Mi chael ¢
and | was astonished to find thielichael was in
the group, seated in front at the righthe solar
topee on his lap is most likely the oneanm the
RDFA Archive, presented by his familyLarry
Connolly is standing behind him and may have
been his batman.

Part of Marshalsea Barracks the 1960s before demolition.

Michael was stillin Karachiwhen thelrish
Free State was created in December 1921. The
British Authorities decided to disband the
regiments reruited from the territory of the new

Irish state. The ® RDF left Karachi on 5 April :
: photograph are also knowniekt.- Colonel G S
1922 and sailed foEnglandon theS.S. Assaye. Higginson is seated front centre. He had served

d .
The colourg of th_e_ Land 29 Battalion of the with the 29 RDF in the British Expeditionary
Royal Dublin Fusiliers were handed over to the Force from August 1914
King at Windsor Castle oh2 Junel1922. '

Officers of the 2*RDFat Multan, now in Pakistan.

Some of the other officers in the
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He was in charge at theisbandment r
ceremony atWindsor Castlein June 1922and
retired soon afteon 1 August1922. Seated to
Hi ggi ns on 0 geut- Adjutagthm H Stitt. 1 s
He was Captain Adjutant during the German
advance in March 1918. He transferred to the
Welsh Regiment o8 September 1922.

Mi chael 0s brother, Tt
enlisted. Heservedas a Sergeant in the 199
(Night Training) Squadron, The Royal Flying
Corps, Service Numipel5901. Hewas killed on 5
Februaryl1918. He is buried in Aldershot Military
Cemetey, Grave AF 2089. The Commonwealth
War Graves Commission states that he was the son
of Andrew Arthur Condron, of South
Farnborough, Hants.

RDF dress atand boots

Part of the Condron collection now in the
RDFA Archive, Dublin

Classic RDRBIlue Capregimental tie, sash and belt

RDF o f fness wiford s

1€



JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS ASSOCIATION. VOL.18.DECEMBER 20.3.

RDF regimental dverware from theo f f i roessraidds
binoculars

Grave of gt. Thomas Arthur Condrain Aldershot Military
Cemeteryd wh o was ki | | leedruay h918 s t
aged 19 yearsbo6.

Regimental eference booka | ong wi th Stairés history of the
29" Division.

RDF Pith Helmets belonginto Lieut.Condron
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