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Introduction

To commemoratehe centenary ofthe opening of the First World War in August
1914,0n 14 June 2014a paty of twentyseven members ofhE Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Associationdeparted Dubliron afive daytour of Le Cateau, Haucourt, the rivers Marne and
Aisnewhich weretheregionsof northern Francehere the 2 Royal Dublin Fusilier{RDF)
began their long anddody campaign in that dreadful warhe tour wasrilliantly planned
and organised by RDFA Committee members Brian Moroneantais GreeneMarie
Guilfoyle, Niall Leinster and ce@rdinated by DM Tours Ltd of Carrickmacross, Co.
Monaghan. My input to the tour was teroduce this booklet androvide some historic
background tahe places and events th& RDF took part in between 22 August and 10
October 19141 dedicate this booklet to the memory of the men of tReRDF and their

families, some of whorafter August 1914never saw each other again in this life.



Le Cateauand Haucourt

In the yearseading up to the First World Wathe British Government had prepd a
det ai | ed tdaWavered®aryakpeéct of national activity in the event of a European
war. It coveredsuchmattersas the requisitioning of naval transport, organisatibtrains
and the movemento mainland Europeof a British Expeditionary Force (BEF) which
consisted ofapproximately 160,000 men Telegrams were prepared for the recall of
reservists. The result wdsredastnablyrdliiafdy orgéhsaed k 6
when the First World War broke otit

The BEF of August 1914consisted of two army corps which was made up from a
cavalry division and four infantry divisionsamelythe ®, 2" 3 and %' Division. Approx.
50% of the BEF infantry regimentgere exRegulars oReservistsvho had left the Army up
to seven years primus and in many cases were physically unfit for coribBiavid Ascoli
noted that some 62% of the embodied rsite of the BEF was ReservistsThe BEF

contained all the major regular battalions of the Irish Regiments who departed for France

between 12 @d 17 August 1914. When Irish troops arrived in France, they were met in
France with cheers of Vive les Anglais.John Lucy of the ® Royal Irish Rifles corrected

them by saying,Nous ne sommes pas Anglais, nous sommes Irlafidais'.

By 20 August1914, in accordance with an agreed plan between the British and
French armiesthe BEF had completed its concentration in the Le Cattaubeuge area of
northern France and prepared to confront the advancing Geffnarmy.> They, the BEF,

adopted the namé&he Old Contemptibles' following an order made by the Kaiser who told

Wwa ¢

his men to wal k over 6Generfal Frenchodés cont e

I Neillands, RobinThe Great War Generals on the Western Front. 1:984London: Robinson]1999)p.42.
2 Johnstone, TOrange Green and KhakDublin: Gill and Macmillan,1992)p.17.
3 Ascoli, David.The Mons StafLondon: Book Club Associates, 19828.
4 Johnstone.17.
5 Ascoli.p30 See als®amuels, M.Doctrine and Dogma German and British Infatry Tactics in the First
World War(London: Greenwood Press, 1992)150.
5Gilbert, Martin.The First World WatLondon: Weidenfeld and Nicoloson, 199136.
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According to Henry Harris, the first shots firedwar by a British soldier for over
fifty years on the continent dEurope was fired by Corporal Edward Thomas of tHe 4
(Royal Irish) Dragoon Guardsf the 2 Cavalry Brigade in th&EF at 7:00 a.m. om misty
22 August 1914 outside the village of Casteau, a mining vifizgeilometresnorth-east of
Mons. ’ The peple of Casteathadset out that morning for Mass in their Sunday best. They
werecaughtandtorn to shreds in the cross fire of British and German artillery and rifle fire.
For all of 23 of August 1914, théd8EF fought unsuccessfullyto hold the line agast the
German advance throu@ons and southerBelgium?

Onthe previous daythe 29 Royal Dublin Fusiliers left Southampton on board 88
Caledoniabound forBoulognein France. Th battalion strength was twentwo officers and
1,023 other rank8. They werea battalion of the 10 Infantry Brigade (BrigadieGeneral
J.A.L. Haldane), % Infantry Division. (MajorkGener al T. ™ i &AmSCGompsv) 3
(Lieut-General W.P. Pulteney, British Expeditionary Force. ¢(FiMarshall Sir. John
French).A typical infantry division consisted of 585 officers, 17,488 other ranks, 5,592
horses, severdyix artillery guns and twentfour machine gunsiwo machine guns per
battalion!® The three infantry brigades that made up thé#ision were the 18, 11" and
12", The 18" Infantry Brigade was made up four battalions, tfeRbyal Warwickshire
Regiment, the "? Seaforth Highlanders, thé! Royal Irish Fusiliers, all located at Shorncliff
and the 2Y RDF at Gravesendlhe4™ Division did not travel wth the BEF in midAugust!?

Theyweredt emporarily detained in Engdand for th

"Harris, Henry E DThe Irish Regiments in the First World Wgork.: Mercier Press, 1968)33.
8Not long after the Battle of Mons had begun, a rumour was started by the people of Mons that an angel had
appeared 6on the traditional white horse and clad al
Ger mans, 6forbade their further progress.® This heav
was named The An g entll0oNoveriberng8l8 that Canadiandroofstliberated Mons from the
Germans.
®Wylly, C. B. Crown and Company, the Historical Records of the 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fsisili®©11-
1922 vol. 2 (Cork: Schull Books, 200@)14.
O Fyller, J F CThe Armyin My Time(London: Rich and Cowan Ltd, 1939)he Army in My Time p.133
11 Edmonds, J.E. Sir. (Brigadi€seneral). History of the Great War Military Operations France and
Belgium,Voluime 1,1914. Mons, the Retreat T the Seine,the Mawhagha Aisngvol. | (London Shearer
Publications, 1984 .49.
2\Wylly. Crown and Compan p12Note- The Committee of Imperial Defence presented a report to the British
cabinet in October 1908 recommending that home def enc
invasion of Britain.Ryan, M W. "The Invasion Controversy of 190808: LieutenanColonel Charles a Court
Repington andritish Perceptions of the German Menaddilltary Affairs 44, (1980)p8
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For fear of being cut off and surrounded at Mons by the German advance, early on 24
August, General French decided to withdraw his troops southveavdg from Mons.The
Commander of 1l Corps, General Smilorrien, decided to make a stand and try to give a
stopping blow to the seemingly inexorable advance of the Gerrfiahrrly. The place
chosen for this dualasat Le Cateay a village about twentfive kilometres soutleast of
Cambrai Both | Corps and Il Corps of thBEF began to fall backGeneral Snow was
ordered to move to a defensi v'Divipiangwotldben, ¢ w!

able to render effective aid in the retirementafn d | 1® Cor ps 6.

The 4" Division took up a defensive position on the left flank of Le Cateau with the
10" Brigade at Haucourt and Esnes, thd' Brigade at Fontainrau-Pire and 12 Brigade
around Longsart* Though complete in field artillery and anitry, the 4 Division was left
short of much of its support units such as its divisional cavalry and cyclists, heavy battery,
engineers, the greater part of its signal company, ammunition column and field ambulances.
Consequently there was little mearfsatiending the wounded, no means of removing them
and above all in terms of command and contr
means of controlling from divisional headquarters the general movements of some fifteen
thousand men extended along antr of five miles, except by use of mounted officers and

ordefl i eséb.

On 24 August, the dalyield-MarshallFrench decided to withdrakis BEF south the
29 RDF were taken by traifrom Boulogneto Le Cateaulate that eveningld" Brigade

received ordrs from GHQ to move northwards directly into gahof the German advance.

Note for broader discussion on fear of German invasion of BritairPsemell, C. "Home Defence and Invasion
Fears in the South East of England, August to December 191FHeirinternational Society for First World
War Studieg(Trinity College Dublh: 2005). p.3. Disagreement occurred between senior British naval and
military staffs about precisely the size of the invading army. However it was finally decided that two of the six
BEF divisionswould stay at home to repel any German enemy ati&ilkamson, Samuel RThe Politics of
Grand Strategy: Britain and France Prepare for War, 19814 2 vols. (London: The Ashfield Press, 1990).
p.98
Bwylly. Crown and Companyp.17.
4 Ascoli.p.98.
15 EdmondsMilitary OperationsFrance and Belgium, 1918p. 147148
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During the night of 24/25 August, they marched north from Le Qat@én station
along the Le Cateau to Cambraiad turning north at Inchy BeaumontenCambresis on
through Viesly and on still north towards Solesmes turning nergist to St. Python, a
hamleton thenorth-westernoutskirts of Sasmes Gurfire was heard in the distané&Early
on the morning of 2RAugust they set about breakfast. It would be their only nieakhe
day. At about 4:30 p.min the afternoon thetook up a defensive position near a farm on the
northern outskirts of ISPython named Fontaine au Tertfdey received their first German
shels at 6:00 p.m. that evening making them didanthe first time in the var. At 9:00p.m,
two Uhlan scouts spotted in front of th& RDF line were shot:” These were the first shots
fired by the RDF in the war and came from men of the outlying piquet under the command of
Capt. SupplééCor por al CQlie@ORDF edinled hehieard the first shots fired in
anger by his comrades at 11:00 p'fh.:

About 11:00 p.mthere was a sudden burst of rifle fire from the men on the
orchard- - the first shots fired by the Dublins in the War. It lasted aboutrwautes.
We in the farmyard Fontaine au Tertre Farm) could hear foetbeato f t he enemy 0.
cavalry for miles racing back along the road. A litdeer, arider lesshorse belonging

to theGermanswas led in by one of our men.

Much like of the rest of theetreatingBEF, the 2¢ RDF wasmet with a German army
which surrounded and outnumberddtm byapproximately three to ondust afterll: 00
p.m. on the night of 25 August, the battalienrmasswithdrew from Fontaine au Tertrgia
Quievy, Beuvillers, Beaws skirting the northern edge Ligny to a position nortkeast of
Haucourt a distance of about twenty kilometrdSee Map on Page.)7?° They had no

alternativeto retireas theadvancing tide of German shelling drove them back.

16 Hutton, JohnAugust 1914 Surrender at St Quer(@outh Yorkshire: Pen & Sword Military, 201Pp.4748.

7 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481," (London: Public
Records Office).

B wylly. Crown and Companyp.17.

9 Hutton.p.52.

20 |bid.p.35.



Through the night, themarched south, shattered and confuseddistance oébout
twenty kilometresfrom St. Pythonto Haucourt where they arrived at 5:00 a.m. on the
morning of 26 August! Lieut. Macky notedhaté v i | | a guenmginvirent &f and each
side %%f usbo.

The movements of the Ist Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment and the 2nd
Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 24-26 August 1914.

2"War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."
22 Huttonp.58.
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Mainwaring sent his adjutanCaptain R.M. Watsorout to seek ordersWatson
returned to say there was no sign of th& Béigade staff. Col. Edmonds of thé& BDivision
staff instructedMainwaringand his men to keegetreatingsouth and not to delay.dwever
Mainwaring informed Edmonds that his mesre tired andvould move off after a brief
rest?>®> At 06:15 a.m.on 26 Augustthe battalionsplit up andwas deployedd i n ar ti | | e
f or mato fake @ defensive covering positiomeng theHaucourtto Ligny road?* At
thattimetop Ger man advanced guards consisting of
mot or <car sod wer e Thewave ofghisimabil@ermenaattackowas edging
towards Haucourengulfing British battalionsof the 12" Brigade on the ridge to the north
and northeast of the towas it movedforward According Watson,u nd e r Mai nwar i |
orders,the 29 RDF deployed as followsA6 Company under Capt. N .
Company wunder Capt. G. S. HB@gCompany!l abl oom
command of Major Shewan, took up a firing line positimil supportine on the high ground
immediately east of Haucdumlong the Haucouwitigny Road, now named the Rue du
General de Gaulle D1%See Map on Page 9j According toCapt. Clarkethey took part in
an attackto capturethe ridge above Haucourt to gain a high positidra w e v leeenemyo t
got to the ridge before we could reach it and drove our troops off it. So the company was
ordered to retire and came back to its origi | position with #Thie | oss
initial flurry was over by 10:30 a.m. on 26 August.the confusion of this withdrawab, B 6
Companyunder Capt . Conl on and O Coretréaedmquénny unc
Captain Watsoman after them ad told them to stop which they dahd tookup a position
about 800 metersorthwestof Caullery which is a littleover three kilometresoutheast of
Haucourt?® The exact position they took up was at the T Junction on the Rue Martin Legrand
which leaves lducourt from the soutvest of Hauourt, and, the Rue de Selvigrisee Map
on Page 103°

2 1bid.p.76.
24"War Diary 10th Infantry Brigade August 1914 to December 1914 W095/1477," (London: Public Records
Office). Report on action of 26 August 12914 by Capt. Wheel¥IRDF.
25 Huttonp.78.
26 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1&&ptrt by Captain
RM.Wat son titled. d Acc o"tRoyal Dobjin FGsiligre Haucolmtt181d.n, Adj , 2
2" Huttonp.85.
28 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, Augu$914 to September 1916,W095/148R&port by Captain
Watson.
29"War Diary 10th Infantry Brigade August 1914 to December 1914 W095/1477."
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They tried to communicate their position with"Brigade H.Q. but failed, however
they did manage to get\@rbal message to " Division H.Q At about 1:00 pn. Capt.
Wheeler received a messagé" Di vi si on H. Q informing him, (
reti r38@emtt.6. Watsonds r epor t"Deisiom HQ.rHmeotedih hi s o0
his reportthab under ci r cumst ances 3Weydaok uaer Germaa r et i
shellfire from about 2:00 p.m. arad about 4:45m., the few artillery pieces that supported
the battalion, began tmove off for fear of being capture@aptainWheeler notedn his
report O60We were informed t havnand thad weghadnbsttervgetr e b ¢
away as fast we could. This was about 5: 30
infantry to [FPdMaimearing serg Waisorsback to éindf ®ivision H.Q.On
his wayhe met a Staff Officer who informed&/atson that % Division knew nothing about
the 29 RDF situation and that all the guns had gone aad¢éttalion should get away téd.

Communicationsbetween units in retreatvere a disaster at Le Catealihe
breakdown in communications had a profoueffect on Haldane. He attributed the
breakdowrto the disintegration of his ¥Brigade. However, he learned some bitter lessons
as a result? Watson returned to Mainwaring with tiheessagend theremnants of théwo
companiedegantheir getawayat abot 5:30 p.m. In artillery formatiortheyheaded over the
fields towards Elincourtabouteight kilometres south of HaucouBy that time, Mainwaring
was OneaPTlyeydomad.| ost albDot €Co ovhaweiesthl ind A6  a
the firing linefurther backalong theHaucourtto Ligny-en-CambresiRoad In fact Watson
assumed thefiadreceived orders and were also géhele was wrongThe column of men
from O0ADBO a®anupderMMajerShewan wasbout 400strong. With them was a

scatteringof men fromother regiments

%0 bid. Report byon action of 26 August 1914 IfyaptainwWheeler, 2¢ RDF.
31 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1483otint by Captain
Watson,2"® RDF on events of 26 August 1914 at Haucourt
S2"War Diary 10th Infantry Brigade August 1914 to December 1914 W095/1&&pbrt on action of 26
August B14 by Capt. Wheeler"2RDF.
33 bid. Account by Capt. Watsg2"™ RDF on events of 26 August 19at Haucourt.
34 HuttonPp.9691.
35 1bid.p.104.
36"War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."
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Without any ordersShewan took the initiative and moved his men southwasgard
Ligny along the nownamed Ruedu General de Gaullehere they arrived at dawn on 27
August. Accordingto® Li eut . Hdanenkwere veopet, fatigued and hungry and
when we halted to ascertain our position and direction they immediately dropped into the
puddles in tHdadhegyadiamdtslhamtg. @round Ligny
marched through the night, some nearly sheelking; they left their wounded in the village
church at Ligny and pressed on to the next village due smsgtwhich was Clary. Major
Shewan placed guards on the column. An advance guat&€ompanycame under
Captain N.P. Grke with two platoons undeCaptain G.S Trigona, a rear guard under

Captain Higginson and point being under Lieutenant \est.

About one kilometreout the road to Clarynow named Route de Ligny (D15khe
column reached a disused distillery when they heard the sound of guminiag at them
from the direction of Montigmen-Cambresisvhich is a little overone kilometre north of
Clary. The advance partunder Captains Trigona and Clarke were out the road ahead of the
column and in view of Clary, the rest of the column werekldhe road and took cover
around the distillery. It was still dawn and there was some confusion in the ranks as to who

was actually firing at them, was it Germans or walsdtr ownside.

The initial outburstof firing had wounded three of the fve mamp oi nt 6 who | ay
metersahead of Trigona. ThelKCO was alive but still kept his head down. According to
Captain Clarke their uni forms o6l ooked Briti
from the distillery, Captain Trigona could be seen sigratowards Montigny while his men
were lying down in extended order facing the villafjdote. Crown and Compangtated
Trigonawas signalling towards Montigny, howevershonouredsuggests he was signalling
towards Clary). The main body was formed oretinoad and began to march forward, a cyclist
scoutwas sent out to tethe villagerssh o 6 | 0 o k eotito fBer on theirowndpeople.

An English signal came efntom st hheh auvi. DUbERg d ,g o\A
Fusiliers. & TWhd |mg®t esriiglmwal | er responded to

righttc ome on. 6

37 Scott, PeterDi shonour ed: The Colonel ds Surrender at St. Q
(London: Tom Donovan, 1994).48.
38 \Wylly.p.22.
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Unconvinced by this exchange, Trigona se
man®® A man appeared walking out of the town and stopped dbadytfive meterswhen
he dropped prone on the ground. Trigona remainedanvinced, it was cat and mouse. By
this time the cyclist had passed Trigona anc
The NCO by now knew theillagesthato | ook ed Bri ti shoé wadthe i n f &
cyclist to turn back.For some reason the cyclist ignored the order and carried on. He reached
the outskirts of the village and was met with a single shotkilatl him. This solitary shot
heralded the outbreak of rifle and machine gun firenfaoncealed German positions along
the margins of the village to the front and right of the Dublin Fusiliers. The main body of
men back out the road went into a state of panic and ran out into the beat fields for cover and

back down the road to towards higwhere they took cover in a farmhouse.

The fighting orthe Route de Ligny (D15)heroad between Ligny and Clamesulted
in the death of one officer name& 2ieut. J.G.M Dunlop who came from Holywood, Co.
Down. His father Archibold Dunlop, was tthecal general practitioneHis brotherGeorge
was killed withthe *RDF on 25 Apri |l 19 15% 8ixofficessaver® e a ¢ h
captured, they were Major H.M Shewan (woundd&ddptainG.S Higginson (wounded),
Lieutenant J.E Vernon (wounded)ie ut enant C.H.L6E West (wound
Dobbs and ? Lieutenant F.C.S Mack§* Someforty-four ather ranks were killed in action
or died of woundsOne eye witness of the killing that went on at Le Catemate:6 On t h e
way we stumbled on a de&shglish soldier in the undergrowth with his skull split open: then
another with a be ffThe bndyynemtedscape backitd their bwn éingss t . 0
was Captains Trigona ardlarke and a party of severtyee other ranks, thirfjve of
whom wee Dublin Fusiliers. This desperate band of men struck out across country and
tracked across German positions. On their way they picked up strays from ten different
egiments, eighGordonHighlanders who became detached from their battalion and who had

lay hidden for three days, joined up with this band during the nigh®/300of August?3

39 Scottp.60. See alsWylly. Pp.2223.
40 "Http://Www.Cwgc.Org the Commonwealth War Graves Commission”, The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission (2013pee alsoSoldiers Diel in the Great War 1914919 Part 73 Royal Dublin Fusiliers
(Suffolk: J.B.Hayward and Son, 1989).
41 Huttonp.85. and p.107 According to Huttor2™® L i eut . Macky O6eventually ended
Hol | and, where he was arrest edMapnS$Shewamwas rcaptuiced dmd/ t h e
remained a POW until the Armistice in 1918.
42 Gilbertp.60.
43 Scott.p.64.
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They reached Abbeville ofh September and Boulogriee next dayThey returned to
Englandwher e t hey wer e Oregingdt hedr anes g%Teenit val k
del aying action given by small units such
slowing down the German advance though northern France and thus allowing time for the
BEF to escape to fight another day. Brigadi@meral Sir James E. Edmonds redd to the
positive combined effect these small rgaard units had on inflicting a delaying action on

the German advance:

Though a mere handful scattered along some eight thousand yards of front, they had
prevented the enemy for several hours fromaading along the whole of that

l ineéBeyond question they (theasitGleedmesns) ha
admitted by German officers to some of their British prisoineasid from one cause

and another they were disinclined to take risks. The isalabf these British

detachments was undersigned in no way detracts from the merit of their achietfement.

In his bookUnter Emmich vor Luttich: Unter Kluck vor Parislauptmann Heubner
confirmed Edmonds conclusions about the effect of the partieslgfid His battalion of
the 20" Regiment, §Di vi si on, |11 Corps, came into bat
there still swarmed a number of scattered English troops, who were easily able to hide in
the large woods of the district, and again anciragiorced us to waste time in
depl oyments, as we could n®t tell what their

The Dublin Fusiliers who were captured at Le Cateau and Clary spent the next four
years in German Prisoner of War Camps sashLimburg Somemen survived like
Private Christopher McDonald fromRathfarnham irDublin and 9259 Bandsman Percy
Harvey fromTongham, near Seale Kent*’ Otherslike 9480 PrivateJohn Byrneof the
2"d RDF died in Limburg on27 September 1918. His i s thuesbadd$rivate Michael
Bowden of the same battalion died in Limburg2gMay 1918.

“4\Wylly.p.24.

4 EdmondsMilitary OperationsFrance and Belgium, 1914p197.

48 1bid.p.197.

47"Mc Donald,Private Christopher 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers,” (Dublin: RDFA Archive).

And "Harvey, Bandsman Percy 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers,” (Dublin: RDFA Archive).
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Both of these men came from Athy County Kild4teAmong those killed near the
village of Clary was Lance Corporal John Boland of tA& RDF. Johnlived with his
family at 16 Russell Street, offtDb | i nds Nor t ht n@eteercyedrsaof ageRo a d .
like hundreds ofyoung men he joined the Dubs during the General Lockout in 1913 in
order to earn a livingHe was a messenger boy before he enlisted. Before he left
Gravesend, he wrote to his mothelting her he did well in his musketry traininge was
twenty years of age when he died. The Germamsed Johnin a German Military
cemetery. In 1924, John's body wasinterred in the British War Cemetery at
Honnechy*® On the same day as John wadeki] other Dublin soldiers died as well.
Willie Clark from Talbot Street, James King from Clarence Street, James Martin from
Finglas, Mathew Sharkey from Corporation Buildings, Foley Street, George Frazer from
Pembroke Street dnNed Howey from Skerries wesomeof the Dublin Fusiliers killed
that day. The majority of theenkilled on the26/27 August 1914 are buried at Honnechy
Cemetery. However those whdsedies weranever discovered are remembered on the La

FertesonsJouarreMemorial.®

Out of a [attalion strength of twenty twofficers and 1,023 other ranks that landed in
France on23 August1914 all that was left ori3 September after twenty days of fighting
was ten officers and 478 other ranks, the rest were either killed, wounded or takeeni
This terrible loss of men was typical of the losses incurred by the British Expeditiomaey Fo
which was almost wiped outhe French army was also almasinihilated;within four days
of fighting they lost 40,000 men, 27,000 in one day@mugust 1914, the bloodiest day in

French military history

48 Family records given to author by Mr Tom Robinson, Portlacise, Co.Lois.
49 "Boland, Lance Corporal John 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers," (Dublin: RDFA ArchNe)e. Brendan Behan
lived in 13 Russell Street.
50 "Http://Www.Cwgc.Org the Commonwealth War Graves Commissiee.alsdSoldiers Died in the Great
War 19141919
STWylly. p.24.
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The surrender at St Quentin

At about 5:30 p.m. on evening of 26 Augusieut.- Col. Arthur Mainwaringand a
band of about 100 men marching in artillery formation, headest the fields towards
Elincourt They arrived in St. Quentin shattered, broken physically and mentallfiftyAt
years of age and nearly ready for retiremantyeteran of the Boer War, Mainwaring was ill
and totally exhausted when he reached the outskirts of St Qu@fitim.the Germans in
pursuit Mainwaring and his meoould not hang around this town either. On their way they
had met up with approximately 100 men of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment commanded
by Lieut- Colonel John Ford Elkington. With no adequate transpatt as trains left in the
town, the Commander of Il Corp§eneral SmitktDorrien advised Mainwaring and his men
in St. Quentin to keep heading sottiMainwaring approached the Mayor of St. Querfitin
help in getting away. The Mayaevas convinced that th@ermans had surrounded the town
andimplored Mainwaringo surrender to the Germans whom he hoped wsaNg theown
and its inhabitants from annihilation. Mai n
request and their men laid down their arms. Theirender documentas interceptethy an
officer in the 4 (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards who were ordered to St. Quentin to act as a
protective screen between St. Quentin and the advancing Germans. The Dragoons officer,

Major Tom Bridges, mustered the meho had surrendered and led them to safety.

Late in the afternoowf Saturdayl2 Septembefi914 Colonels Mainwaring and
Elkington stood trial before a coarmmartial at Chouy, a small village abosixteen
kilometres southeast of VilliersCatteret. Tley faced two chargeshé first was cowardice,
the second was dishonourable conduct, having behaved in a scandalous manner unbecoming
the characterof an officer and a gentlemdh.In his statementto the court Colonel
Mainwaring said he met General Smiblorrien in the town of St. Quentin. When
Mainwaring went to look for a train for his men they were all gone, including Soathen.

In his defencewhat else could thegio? Fight the Germans to the death amidstroySt.
Quentin, or, surrender and gigeme of his men a chance of life albeit in a German P.O.W

Camp.

52 Huttonp126.
53 | pid.p.146
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On 14 SeptembeMainwaring and Elkingtonwere found guilty and cashiered out of
the army in disgrace. Colonel Mainwaring, being a sick,metarned to England and over
time fell into obscuity. He wrote several historical works on the history of the Dublin
Fusiliers whichincluded thehistory of the 2 Battalion in the Boer War. Colonel Elkington
set about regaining his honour as an o6offi ce
Legion as a private and served on the Western Front2®8&eptember 1915he was
wounded and invalid home. G2 August 1916 he was reappointed as Lieut- Colonel of
the Warwickshire Regiment and awarded the D.$1© died on27 June 1944. During the
Second World War, his youngest son Captain Richard Elkington of tH& Rifle Brigade
was killed in Tunisia orl9 January 1943. They are jointly commemorated on a memorial

window in Burghclere Churchjampshire.

In January 1927, Colonel Mainwaring and tige lived in Melbourne Derbyshire.
He suffered a stroke that paralysed him down one side. By the Autumn qftheégthad
moved to Pounsley Mill, Blackboys, Framfield, East Sussex. It was hekg Gwtober 1930
at the age o$ixty-six, thatArthur Edward Mainwaring died o& heart attack, aggravated by a
stroke, chronic asthma and persistent high blood pressure. In death there was at least a small
measure of posthumous rehabilitation, his de
Colonel Poyal Dublin Fusiliers* On 7 August 2012, members of the RDFA were welcomed
at St Thomas a Becket Church (Framfield Pa@slurch)in East Sussex by Ms Joan Burne
and Mr John Mordaunt on the occasiortoh e R DigitAoGte grave of LiewCol. A.E.
Mainwaring.The grave was discovered some years ag&byA deceased member Mr Dan

Finnegan who took it upon himself to clean up and restore the grave.

54 ScottPp.7073.
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The Marne and the Aisne

Those of the ? RDF who got away from Le Cateau and Haucowttich was about

250 mencontinued their retreat southwards. On 30 August 1914, they crossed the river Oise

at Noyon andlestroyedhe bridge after they had crossed. They continued their journey south
in the heat of high summer through the French villageBeo¥euilSurAine, Valerie, Nery,
Verbiere, Baron and LagrAgur-Marne whereon 3 September the battalion crossed the river
Marne and bivouacked at Lussigny on the night of 4 Septerbes blew up the bridges
behind them fofear theGermans couldise them in their &ck on ParisThe German army
was onlyforty kilometresfrom Paris. The Dublinscarried on their march southwards and
arrived at Chevry on 5 Septemb&fews of the German retreat had come through tb 10
Brigade headquarters. Chewwas the furthest poirgouth the remnants of th8?RDF had
marched in their retredtom Haucourt They had marche821 kilometreq200 mile$ from

Haucourt in ten day®.

For thirty-three daysionstopthe German troops had been in continuous advance, as

had the British beem n continuous retreat . The Kai ser 6

mainly on foot carrying heavy packs of weapons and ammunitiosuRgy began to wane.
Due to 6coll ateral 6 daimragrecture thed Gernarns dodind @ n
difficult to re-supply their advancing army, they werewnvulnerable. The Battle ofHE
Marne lasted for foudaysbetween 5 and 9 September and was essentially a French affair.
The future of Paris and indeed the war dependeth®Rrench stopping the Germans. @n
September, the Schlieffen Plan was stoppée. following day, RFGpotter planeseported
German units retreating northheir withdrawal presented an opportunity for the BEF to turn
the retreat into an advance northwards. The war diary of"thR2F at this timenoted the
mends morale had i mpr ov e d0Oal&eptehberythéfRDE k e d

re-crossed the Marne at thalway bridge at Saussoy (Ussyr-Marne).

55 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."
56 |bid.
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According to Kingston®’

The crossing was a slow process with the carts having to bump oveailiiay
sleepers. To assist the remaining artillery and ambulances to negotiate the difficulties,
the 29 Royal Dublin Fusiliers remained ahé bridge while the rest of the fighting

troops continued to advance.

They continued their march back nortivdughVillers Le Petitand Septmonts, the
latter being reached on 13 September. Local villagers informed them that the Germans had
retreated twodays previous® On the same day, the 1 Brigade captured the iron girder
bridge over the Aisne atenizelwhich is aboutfive kilometres east ahe city of Soissons.
The capturing of this bridge allowed tremaindef the 4" Division andand other tvisions
to cross the Aisne and pursue the Germans who by that time had retired to the high ground

above the Aisne along the &hin ces Dams.

Early on the morning of the 14 September, in an effort of continuous pursuit, a much
depleted 2 RDF crossed # Aisne at Venizel andccupiedthe high ground above the
village of Bucyle-Long, a small French village aboeightkilometresnortheast of Soissons.
Their objective waso assisthe 11" and 13" Brigades in lteir attack on the northern edge of
the Vrggny-Braye Plateaunorth east of Crouyand in particular the capture b Montagne
Farm>® (See Map on Page 28)morning mist held up the attack until miy so objectives
could be seenGermanartillery and machine gun positions on theteaupresentechuge
resistance to the attack of the™@rigade. Any movement adtcted heavy fire of all
calibres®® The attempts to take the plateau failed and by nightfall instructions were issued
that all offensive action were to cease and existing positions, wiitided La Montagne

Farm, werdo be strengthenezhd consolidated*

57 Kingston, Grahame Mistory of the 4th (British) Infantry Division 191¥919(London: The London Press,
2006)p53.
58 |bid.p.55.
59 1bid.p.61.
80 1bid.p.64.
51 1bid.p65.
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The 29 RDF remained at La Montagne Farm consolidating their position until 1
October when they received orders to move to St. Margu@viiesy-SurAisne) five
kilometreseast of Bucyle-Long.%? Reservists from Ireland began to arrive and a party of
forty-five men who had been cut off from the battalion ati¢taurt rejoined the battaliof®

The German retreat had stopped and trench warfare begaordng to Wylly:

It was now apparent thate@fGerman retreat had come toegrdl and that the enemy was
holding positions which had been previously selected and prepared for defence; on the
morning of the 198, too, instructions were received that offensivaian on the part of

the British was for the present to cease and thapaiséions theroopswere holding

were to be strengthened. The trench warfare, which was for so long to endyrsw

be said to have comment¥

Field Marshall French issued rarther operational orders tois command for two
whole weekdetweenl6 September and October, the period durg whichtrench warfare,
with all its attendant horrors, first began. It was by then becoming clear that the Allied armies
could not break tlmugh with frontal attacks on the Aisne and Joffre decided on an
outflanking movemerntt he so cal |l ed 6 Rac e late Septéentbet91&6e a d wlt
The War Diary of the P RDF noted on 28 September. O0The F
against 1 Bavarian Corps has itself been met by tHé Ra v ar i a f The drenghs 6 .
system on the western front waensequentlgreated by weeks of flanking attacks, each one

stifled by the enemyds defence | ine.

This shifting movement to the norttest caused FielMarshall French to review the
position of his army. At the end of September he proposed to Joffre that the BEF, currently
sandwiched between two French armies in the centre of the Allied line, should resume its
positionbeyond La Basseand with the aidof Belgium unitsfill the gap between the town

and the sea, a distance of some sfitg kilometres.

62" War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."

63 |bid.See alsdingstonp.68.

64 Wylly.p.31.

5 "War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."
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This offered various logisticaldvantages. For exampteplaced the BEF close to their
crossChannel supply ports at Calais and Boulogne. Joffre less enthusiastic, but dh
October, the British commander told hi m,
to shift his forces north and west. The move began on the nigrdofober1914°° In terms

of the 2"¥ RDF, on 6 October they were fieved in their linesby French troops at St.

Marguertieand began their journey nor tTheygpackew er

up their equipmentand marcheda distance of about eighty kilometres e&sim St.
Marguerite through Harteet-Taux,Ouchy La Ville, Pisseleux, Rully and arrived at the train
station in Pat Sainte Maence @ 10 October. That evening at 7:30 p.m. they entrained for
St. Omer in ndhern France where a new chaptegir history in the leper salienawaited

them.®’

LanceCorporal John Boland"2RDF, killed in actior27 August 1914.
John is second in from right.

66 Neillandsp.107.
57"War Diary 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers, August 1914 to September 1916,W095/1481."
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